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Aaron Swartz was a computer programmer, writer, and activist who was a
leading figure in the free culture movement. He was a co-founder of Reddit,
the social news website, and helped to develop the RSS web feed format.
Swartz was also a strong advocate for open access to information and
fought against laws that restrict access to the internet. In 2013, Swartz died
by suicide at the age of 26.

Swartz's life and work have been the subject of much discussion and
debate. Some have hailed him as a hero of the internet, while others have
criticized his methods and his decision to take his own life. However, there
is no doubt that Swartz was a brilliant and passionate advocate for free
culture and open access to information. His work has had a profound
impact on the internet, and his ideas continue to inspire activists today.
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Early life and education

Aaron Swartz was born on November 8, 1986, in Highland Park, Illinois.
His parents were both professors at Northwestern University, and he grew
up in a privileged and intellectual household. Swartz was a gifted student
from an early age, and he began programming computers at the age of 10.
He attended North Shore Country Day School, where he was a top student
and valedictorian of his class. Swartz then enrolled at Stanford University,
where he studied computer science. However, he dropped out of Stanford
after one year, and he moved to New York City to work on the development
of the RSS web feed format.

Free culture activism

Swartz became involved in the free culture movement in the early 2000s.
He was a strong advocate for the idea that information should be free and
accessible to everyone. Swartz argued that the internet had the potential to
democratize access to knowledge and culture, but that this potential was
being threatened by copyright laws and other restrictions. He was a co-
founder of the Creative Commons, a nonprofit organization that provides
free licenses for creators to use to share their work. Swartz also worked on
the development of the Library of Congress's Open Access Policy, which
was adopted in 2008.

Political activism

In addition to his work on free culture, Swartz was also a political activist.
He was a strong supporter of the Open Access movement, which
advocates for the free and unrestricted access to academic research.
Swartz was also a critic of the PROTECT IP Act, a controversial law that



was passed by the U.S. Congress in 2011. He argued that the law would
have a negative impact on the internet and would stifle innovation.

Legal troubles

In 2011, Swartz was arrested for downloading millions of academic articles
from JSTOR, a JSTOR, a subscription-based online database. Swartz was
charged with computer fraud and wire fraud and faced up to 35 years in
prison. The case against Swartz was controversial, and many people
argued that he was being prosecuted for political reasons. In 2013, Swartz
agreed to a plea deal in which he would serve six months in prison.
However, before he could begin his sentence, Swartz took his own life.

Legacy

Aaron Swartz was a brilliant and passionate advocate for free culture and
open access to information. His work has had a profound impact on the
internet, and his ideas continue to inspire activists today. Swartz's death
was a tragedy, but his legacy will continue to live on.

Aaron Swartz was a visionary who dedicated his life to fighting for free
culture and open access to information. His work has had a profound
impact on the internet, and his ideas continue to inspire activists today.
Swartz's legacy is a reminder that we must all fight to keep the internet free
and open.
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