
Before Freedom When Just Can Remember: A
Memoir of the Jim Crow Era
"This is a powerful and moving account of a life lived in the shadow of
oppression. It is a story of resilience, hope, and the indomitable spirit of the
human soul." -Dr. Maya Angelou

Step back in time to the heart of the Jim Crow era through the eyes of
Dorothy Cotton, an African American woman whose life was shaped by the
oppressive laws and social norms of the American South. In her gripping
memoir, Before Freedom When Just Can Remember, Cotton recounts
her remarkable journey of resilience and triumph.
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A Childhood in the Shadows of Segregation

Dorothy Cotton's childhood was marked by the harsh realities of racial
segregation. Born in 1930 in rural North Carolina, she grew up in a world
where "Whites Only" signs were ubiquitous and the Ku Klux Klan cast a
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sinister shadow over her community. Despite these challenges, Cotton's
parents instilled in her a deep sense of dignity and a belief in education as
a means of empowerment.

The Struggle for Education and Equality

As a young woman, Cotton faced countless obstacles in her pursuit of
education. She was denied admission to all-white schools and forced to
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attend rundown, underfunded schools for black children. Undeterred, she
persevered, graduating high school with honors and becoming the first
person in her family to attend college.

However, the path to higher education was not without its perils. Cotton
faced open hostility and discrimination at the all-white college she attended.
Despite these challenges, she excelled in her studies and became involved
in the burgeoning civil rights movement.

On the Front Lines of the Civil Rights Movement

In the 1960s, Cotton joined the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC),becoming one of the most influential figures in the fight for racial
equality. She organized sit-ins, protests, and voter registration drives, often
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facing arrest and violence. Her unwavering belief in nonviolent resistance
inspired countless others and helped to transform the civil rights
movement.

A Life of Service and Advocacy

After the Civil War, Cotton continued to dedicate her life to fighting for social
justice and equality. She worked as an educator, advocate, and community
organizer, inspiring generations of young people to follow in her footsteps.
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A Legacy of Resilience and Inspiration

Dorothy Cotton's story is a testament to the indomitable spirit of those who
have fought against oppression. Before Freedom When Just Can
Remember is a powerful and moving account of her life, her struggles, and
her triumphs. It is a story that will resonate with readers of all ages,
inspiring them to believe in the power of resilience, determination, and the
human capacity for change.

Free Download your copy of Before Freedom When Just Can
Remember today and embark on a journey through history that will
forever alter your perspective.
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