
Swell, Swell, Swell: The Full Chorus to
Solomon, Praise No. 26 From Oratorio
Solomon
In the realm of choral music, few pieces can rival the grandeur and majesty
of "Swell, Swell, Swell" from Handel's oratorio Solomon. This triumphant
chorus, overflowing with jubilation and praise, has captivated audiences for
centuries, leaving an indelible mark on the classical music repertoire.

Composed in 1748, Solomon tells the biblical story of the wise King
Solomon, renowned for his wisdom, wealth, and the splendor of his reign.
"Swell, Swell, Swell" serves as the climax of the oratorio, a moment of
supreme exaltation that celebrates Solomon's profound faith and
unwavering trust in God.
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In this exploration, we will delve into the historical context, musical
structure, and enduring legacy of "Swell, Swell, Swell," unraveling its
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captivating tapestry and revealing why it remains a masterpiece of the
choral genre.
Historical Context

Handel composed Solomon during a period of great artistic innovation and
patronage in England. The early 18th century witnessed a flourishing of
musical talent, with Handel at the forefront of the Baroque era. The
composer's oratorios, based on biblical stories, were particularly popular
and enjoyed royal patronage.

Solomon was commissioned by the Oratorio Society, a group dedicated to
promoting the performance of this genre. The premiere took place on
March 17, 1749, at Covent Garden Theatre in London, with great critical
and public acclaim.

Musical Structure

"Swell, Swell, Swell" is a four-part chorus written in the key of D major. It is
characterized by a soaring, expansive melody that gradually builds in
intensity and momentum.

The chorus begins with a dramatic unison statement of the words "Swell,
swell," which immediately establishes a sense of grandeur and celebration.
The voices then divide into four parts, harmonizing in rich counterpoint as
the music ascends to majestic heights.

The text, taken from Psalm 117, expresses heartfelt praise to God: "O
praise the Lord, all ye nations: praise him, all ye people. For his merciful
kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the Lord endureth for ever."



Handel's use of repetition and the gradual accumulation of voices creates a
thrilling effect that culminates in a triumphant final cadence. The chorus
concludes with a resounding "Amen," sealing the musical journey with a
sense of completion and satisfaction.
Duration and Legacy

"Swell, Swell, Swell" is relatively short in duration, lasting approximately
five minutes. However, its impact on the listener is profound and lasting.

Over the centuries, "Swell, Swell, Swell" has become one of the most
beloved and frequently performed choral pieces. It is often included in
concerts and festivals, and has been recorded by numerous choirs and
orchestras.

The chorus has also inspired countless musicians and composers. Its
melodic beauty and harmonic richness have been referenced in various
works, from Romantic symphonies to contemporary film scores.

Performance Considerations

Performing "Swell, Swell, Swell" requires a high level of musicality and
technical proficiency from the singers. The chorus demands precise
intonation, a well-balanced blend, and a deep understanding of the text.

The choice of tempo is crucial in shaping the overall mood and intensity of
the piece. A brisk tempo can convey a sense of urgency and excitement,
while a more moderate tempo can allow the music to unfold with greater
grandeur.

The dynamics of the chorus play a significant role in creating a dramatic
arc. The opening unison statement should be bold and assertive, followed



by a gradual crescendo as the voices enter. The climax of the chorus,
marked by the words "For his merciful kindness," should be delivered with
full power and conviction.

"Swell, Swell, Swell" from Handel's Solomon is a timeless masterpiece that
continues to inspire and uplift audiences worldwide. Its soaring melodies,
rich harmonies, and triumphant message of praise have made it a beloved
cornerstone of the choral repertoire.

Whether performed in a grand cathedral or a humble concert hall, "Swell,
Swell, Swell" never fails to evoke a sense of awe and wonder. It is a
testament to Handel's genius and a reminder of the enduring power of
music to express the human spirit's deepest emotions.
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