
The Bone Sparrow by Zana Fraillon: A
Haunting and Unforgettable Tale of Loss and
Hope
In the wake of a devastating loss, a young girl named Subhi forms an
unlikely bond with a refugee boy named Eli in Zana Fraillon's haunting and
unforgettable novel, The Bone Sparrow. Set on an isolated Australian
island, this powerful and moving story explores the themes of loss, hope,
friendship, family, and identity.

Subhi is a lonely and isolated girl, struggling to come to terms with the
death of her beloved grandmother. Eli is a refugee boy from a distant land,
who has fled violence and persecution. He is lost and alone in a strange
new country.
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Despite their different backgrounds, Subhi and Eli find solace in each
other's company. They form a bond that transcends their differences, and
together they find the strength to face their own personal demons.
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The Bone Sparrow is a beautifully written and emotionally resonant novel
that will stay with you long after you finish reading it. Fraillon's prose is
lyrical and evocative, and her characters are complex and believable. This
is a story that will make you laugh, cry, and think deeply about the human
condition.

The Characters

Subhi is a complex and sympathetic protagonist. She is a young girl who
has experienced a great deal of loss, but she is also strong and resilient.
She is determined to find her place in the world, and she is willing to fight
for what she believes in.

Eli is a mysterious and enigmatic character. He is a refugee boy who has
fled violence and persecution, but he is also a kind and compassionate
person. He is haunted by his past, but he is also hopeful for the future.

The relationship between Subhi and Eli is the heart of the novel. They are
two lost souls who find solace in each other's company. They teach each
other about their different cultures, and they help each other to heal their
wounds.

The Setting

The Bone Sparrow is set on an isolated Australian island. The island is a
beautiful and harsh place, and it provides the perfect backdrop for the story.
The island's isolation mirrors the isolation of the characters, and it forces
them to confront their own demons.

The Themes



The Bone Sparrow is a novel that explores a number of important themes,
including loss, hope, friendship, family, and identity.

Loss is a major theme in the novel. Subhi has lost her grandmother, and Eli
has lost his family and his home. They both struggle to come to terms with
their losses, but they also find strength in each other.

Hope is another important theme in the novel. Despite the hardships they
have faced, Subhi and Eli never give up hope. They believe in a better
future, and they are determined to create it for themselves.

Friendship is also a major theme in the novel. Subhi and Eli are two very
different people, but they become the best of friends. They learn to trust
each other, and they support each other through thick and thin.

Family is another important theme in the novel. Subhi and Eli both find new
families in each other. They learn to love and accept each other for who
they are, and they create a new home for themselves on the island.

Identity is also a major theme in the novel. Subhi and Eli are both struggling
to find their place in the world. They are both outsiders, but they find
acceptance and belonging in each other.

The Writing

Zana Fraillon's writing is lyrical and evocative. She has a gift for creating
beautiful and memorable prose. The Bone Sparrow is a novel that is both
heartbreaking and hopeful. It is a story that will stay with you long after you
finish reading it.

The



The Bone Sparrow is a powerful and moving novel that explores the
themes of loss, hope, friendship, family, and identity. It is a story that will
make you laugh, cry, and think deeply about the human condition. I highly
recommend this novel to anyone who enjoys literary fiction, or who is
interested in stories about refugees and immigration.
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