
Understanding Chinese Multilingual Scholars'
Experiences of Writing and Publishing in
English: Challenges, Strategies, and
Institutional Support
As the global academic landscape becomes increasingly internationalized,
the ability to write and publish in English has become essential for scholars
from all over the world. For Chinese scholars, who often come from a non-
English speaking background, this can be a significant challenge.
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This article explores the experiences of Chinese multilingual scholars who
write and publish in English as an additional language. It examines the
challenges they face, the strategies they adopt, and the institutional support
they receive. The findings of this study can help scholars, institutions, and
policymakers to better understand the needs of Chinese multilingual
scholars and to develop strategies to support their success.
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Challenges Faced by Chinese Multilingual Scholars

Chinese multilingual scholars who write and publish in English face a
number of challenges, including:

Language barriers: Chinese scholars may not be proficient in
English, which can make it difficult to write and publish in the
language. They may also face challenges with grammar, punctuation,
and vocabulary.

Cultural differences: Chinese scholars may come from a different
cultural background than English-speaking scholars, which can lead to
misunderstandings and communication problems.

Time constraints: Chinese scholars may have limited time to devote
to writing and publishing in English, as they may have other
responsibilities, such as teaching and research.

Lack of institutional support: Chinese scholars may not have access
to the same level of institutional support as English-speaking scholars,
such as writing centers, language editing services, and peer review.

Strategies Adopted by Chinese Multilingual Scholars

Chinese multilingual scholars who write and publish in English adopt a
number of strategies to overcome the challenges they face, including:

Developing their English language skills: Chinese scholars may
take English language courses, attend workshops, and read English-
language materials to improve their proficiency.

Collaborating with native English speakers: Chinese scholars may
collaborate with native English speakers on their writing projects, such



as co-authoring articles or having their work edited by a native
speaker.

Seeking out institutional support: Chinese scholars may seek out
institutional support, such as writing centers, language editing
services, and peer review, to help them improve their writing.

Developing their own strategies: Chinese scholars may develop
their own strategies for writing and publishing in English, such as using
translation software or writing in a simplified style.

Institutional Support for Chinese Multilingual Scholars

Institutions can play a vital role in supporting Chinese multilingual scholars
who write and publish in English. This support can include:

Providing English language training: Institutions can offer English
language courses, workshops, and other resources to help Chinese
scholars improve their proficiency.

Establishing writing centers: Institutions can establish writing
centers that provide Chinese scholars with support for their writing
projects, such as tutoring, editing, and peer review.

Offering language editing services: Institutions can offer language
editing services to help Chinese scholars improve the quality of their
writing.

Developing peer review programs: Institutions can develop peer
review programs that allow Chinese scholars to receive feedback on
their writing from native English speakers.



Creating a supportive environment: Institutions can create a
supportive environment for Chinese multilingual scholars, such as
providing them with opportunities to present their work and to network
with other scholars.

Writing and publishing in English can be a significant challenge for Chinese
multilingual scholars. However, by adopting a variety of strategies and
seeking out institutional support, these scholars can overcome the
challenges they face and succeed in their academic careers.

Institutions can play a vital role in supporting Chinese multilingual scholars
who write and publish in English. By providing English language training,
establishing writing centers, offering language editing services, developing
peer review programs, and creating a supportive environment, institutions
can help these scholars to succeed in their academic careers.
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