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The year is 1918, and the Great Robinson Bros. Circus is on the move,
carrying an entourage of performers, animals, and equipment. On a fateful
night as the massive train rumbles through the countryside, a colossal
catastrophe strikes, forever etching its name in the annals of tragedy.

The Calamity Unfolds

As the train navigates the tracks near Hammond, Indiana, a wooden trestle
bridge suddenly gives way, plunging several cars into the icy waters of the
Kankakee River. The impact is deafening, shattering lives and dreams in an
instant.

Victims and Survivors

The tragedy claims the lives of 86 people, including performers, workers,
and animals. Among the dead are tightrope walker Dolly Castello and
animal trainer Charles Sparks. Miraculously, over 100 passengers survive
the horrific ordeal.
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Post-Disaster Horrors

The survivors emerged from the wreckage, their bodies broken and their
hearts shattered. They faced days of relentless cold and endured the
agony of witnessing their fallen comrades. The aftermath of the disaster
was a harrowing tale of loss and survival.

The Aftermath: Legal Battles and Inquests

As the nation grappled with the shock of the tragedy, investigations and
legal battles ensued. A coroner's inquest found negligence on behalf of the
railroad company, resulting in a hefty settlement for the victims and their
families.

A Haunting Legacy

The Great Circus Train Wreck of 1918 left an enduring mark on American
history. It stands as a grim reminder of the fragility of life and the
unpredictable nature of disaster. Its story continues to fascinate and haunt
generations later.

Literary Masterpiece: "The Great Circus Train Wreck of 1918"

In his acclaimed book "The Great Circus Train Wreck of 1918," author Jim
Dull chronicles the tragic events in meticulous detail. Drawing from
extensive research and interviews with survivors, Dull weaves a gripping
narrative that captures the heart-wrenching drama and untold human
stories behind the disaster.

Detailed Account and Captivating Storytelling



Dull's account leaves no stone unturned, providing a comprehensive
examination of the train's journey, the disaster itself, and its haunting
aftermath. His vivid prose transports readers back in time, immersing them
in the chaotic and terrifying moments of the tragedy.

Unveiling Lost Voices and Forgotten Stories

Beyond the historical facts, Dull delves into the personal experiences of the
survivors, revealing the resilience and courage they displayed in the face of
unimaginable loss. His book unearths forgotten stories and gives a voice to
those whose lives were forever altered by the disaster.

Historical Significance and Cultural Impact

"The Great Circus Train Wreck of 1918" is not just a tale of tragedy but a
valuable historical document. It sheds light on the cultural landscape of the
early 20th century and provides insights into the world of the circus, with its
itinerant performers and daring acts.

A Must-Read for History Buffs and Literary Enthusiasts

Whether you're a history enthusiast or simply appreciate compelling
storytelling, "The Great Circus Train Wreck of 1918" is a must-read. Jim
Dull's masterful work offers a poignant tribute to the victims and a lasting
testament to the resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity.

: A Historical and Literary Gem

The Great Circus Train Wreck of 1918 holds a significant place in both
American history and literature. Jim Dull's exceptional book immortalizes



this tragedy, preserving its memory and its lessons for generations to
come. As a captivating read and an insightful historical account, "The Great
Circus Train Wreck of 1918" deserves a place on the bookshelf of every
discerning reader.
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